
FireHawk Toolbar http://code.google.com/p/hawking-toolbar/ 

 

USER MANUAL 

INTRODUCTION 

GENERAL 

The FireHawk Toolbar is a Firefox extension that helps to allow users with limited input to navigate the web.  For 

the purpose of consistency, the two inputs will be referred to as “move” and “engage” within this manual.  There 

are three different modes that will be addressed in this manual.  The first mode will be referred to as the General 

Mode.  This mode is created for users with two switches who desire as much browser functionality as possible.  

The second mode will be referred to as the Surfing Mode. This mode allows very little access to browser 

functionality, however provides a more intuitive way for users to find and click a link.  The finial mode is the 

Automatic Scanning Mode.  This mode is compatible with both the General and Surfing Mode.  This mode will 

reduce the input required to a single switch. 

INPUTS 

The “move” input is designed to move to the next selected object.  Move will always cycle to the next object, 

making it impossible to move backward to the previous object.  After reaching the last object, move will cycle back 

to the first object.  In the General Mode, move will only cycle through selected buttons in the toolbar.  In the 

Surfing Mode, move will only cycle through the links on the web page.  In Automatic Scanning Mode the move 

input is automatically preformed for the user. 

The “engage” input is designed to click on the object that is currently selected.  In the General Mode engage will 

click on the toolbar button that is currently highlighted.  In the Surfing Mode engage will click on the link that is 

currently highlighted.  Engage is the only input for Automatic Scanning Mode.  

GENERAL MODE 

This is the default mode for the FireHawk Toolbar.  In this mode, all move actions will only affect the toolbar itself.  

To go to the next link on the page the user must cycle through the toolbar buttons to the “Links” button.  Click on 

the “Links” button with the “engage” input.  This will bring up a sub-toolbar with all options for navigating through 

a set of links.  To go to the next link on the page the user must click on the “Forward” button with the “engage” 

input.  Continue cycling through the links on the page by pressing the “engage” input.  To click on a link, the user 

must move to the “Click” button using the “move” input.  Then the “engage” input can be used to click on the 

toolbar button that will click the link.  Using this mode, a user is able to go backwards to previous links, as well as 

access browser functions such as the navigation toolbar and scrolling. 
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SURFING MODE 

This mode implements the most intuitive way of surfing the internet with limited user input.  In the General Mode, 

the move input only functioned on the toolbar buttons.  In the Surfing Mode the move input will only function on 

the links in the page.  To move to the next link on the page the user must press the “move” input.  To click on a link 

that is selected the user must press the “engage” input.  This is a much easier way to surf the internet, however 

doesn’t allow access to any browser functionality. 

AUTOMATIC SCANNING MODE 

Automatic Scanning is compatible with either the General Mode or the Surfing Mode.  This mode will allow users 

to automatically move to the next object after a certain time interval.  This interval is selected in the FireHawk 

Preferences under scan speed.  If an object is missed, the scanning will automatically cycle back to the beginning 

after reaching the end of the page.  To use this mode, it is recommended that an administrative user configure this 

mode in the preferences.  There is also the option enabling this mode on the toolbar in the General Mode.   


